
VISITING THE 
SUNIA GEEL 2
ART- GALLERY

To 
prevent and 

combat violence 
against children, 

young people and   
women and to 
protect victims 

and groups 
at risk.

To develop a deeper more evidenced 
based understanding of the needs of 
service users from minority groups in 

relation to professional service provision.

NEEDS

EMPOWER
To empower women and children 

by increasing their skills base to help 
them make informed choices for a 

better future.

To build the capacity of marginalised 
communities and service providers 

to initiate and promote change within 
their own environments that will 

enable them to address the issue 
of DV and uphold the rights of 

women and children.

PROMOTE

To respond to women and children 
experiencing domestic violence by 
providing emotional and practical 

support in a culturally appropriate way.

SUPPORT

www.suniageel2.eu
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WELCOME
Every sixty seconds, fourteen  
women in Europe become victims 
of domestic violence. According 
to Human Rights Watch, the real 
figure is much higher, as the  
majority of cases go unreported. 
Women and children living in  
marginalised communities are at 
an especially high risk, as research 
shows that social exclusion  
impacts access to services,  
supports and crisis intervention/
prevention strategies. 

The goal of Sunia Geel 2 is to  
provide a framework to reduce  
violence against women and  
children in marginalised ethnic 
communities and ensure that their 
needs for safety and support are 
met. As part of this, the Domestic 
Violence Response Programme was 
designed, developed and delivered 
with groups of women in each  
partner country. 

Over ten sessions the Programme 
was delivered in Ireland, Austria, 
Germany, Italy and Romania. The 
aim of this response programme 
was to use creative methods as a 
therapeutic tool. 

This exhibition represents just a 
small portion of the work done  
and gives an insight into some  
personal experiences of violence 
crossing countries and culture.  
In many ways, it takes us on a  
journey through the experiences 
and impacts of those experiences 
on the artists.  We are privileged 
to be provided with a lens through 
which to view this experience and 
impact. This graphic novel invites 
you to take a look at the work  
produced in each partner country. 
Welcome to the gallery, take a  
moment to look closely and reflect 
and enjoy the tour.
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GERMANY

DE

IEIE has been working with 
migrants and people with 
special needs, minorities and 
groups facing different forms 

DE

IEIE has been working with 
migrants and people with 
special needs, minorities and 
groups facing different forms 
of social, economic and 
structural discrimination in 
southern Germany.

DE

IEIE has been working with 
migrants and people with 
special needs, minorities and 
groups facing different forms 
of social, economic and 
structural discrimination in 
southern Germany.
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Inspired by magnolia blossoms in her  
garden in which he works, she painted 
a small tree. She says that this tree was 
rather small and a bit beggarly but over 
time it will develop and at the right  
moment of time will be a nice and very 
special tree. With this work the client  
wishes to express her desire for beauty 
and a more holistic wellbeing in life. She 
also reflects upon her own situation as 
small and “beggarly”. 

From a therapeutic point 
of view, the painting also 
expresses the movement 
in which the client seems 
to be at this moment  
her private as well as  
professional life. This  
represents an important 
resource of the client: 
experiment, be open for 
search processes and to 
work on the painting till 
the point where she is  
happy with it. 

Inspired by magnolia blossoms in her garden in 
which he works, she painted a small tree. She 
says that this tree was rather small and a bit 
beggarly but over time it will develop and at 
the right moment of time will be a nice and very 
special tree. With this work the client wishes to 
express her desire for beauty and a more holistic 
wellbeing in life. She also reflects upon her own 
situation as small and “beggarly”. 

From a therapeutic point of view, the painting 
also expresses the movement in which the client 
seems to be at this moment her private as well 
as professional life. This represents an important 
resource of the client: experiment, be open for 
search processes and to work on the painting till 
the point where she is happy with it. 
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The 
second painting 

was created after a  
disturbing dream and  

expresses the tension between the 
desire for death and the desire for 

life. It clearly shows how the  
method of painting offers an 

opportunity to express deeper  
inner feelings and fears without using 

words or spoken and written  
language. After this artistic work, the 

client was able to express her 
emotions in a therapeutic 

session without being 

 
directly  

exposed to these 
disturbing experiences. 
In the next art therapy  
session Mrs. C. created  

a positive “counter  
painting” and thereby  
established distance  
to her challenging 

emotions.
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AUSTRIA

AT

Verein Multikulturell is a  
nonprofit organization with 
intercultural orientation. 
Migrants from different  
cultural backgrounds can  
take family counseling service,  
psychotherapy, career  
guidance and adult learning 
services.

AT

Verein Multikulturell is a  
nonprofit organization with 
intercultural orientation. 
Migrants from different  
cultural backgrounds can  
take family counse-
ling service,  
psychotherapy, career  
guidance and adult 
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„I 
am now 93 years 

old. At that time I had to 
get up every day at 3 o’ clock 

in the morning and had to bake 
bread. Every day I had to prepare 

yoghurt and to do one’s laundry. I had 
twelve children and a husband. 

My husband punched me very often 
and I remember when I baked bread 
crying, did one’s laundry and did the 

housework. I could never speak 
about this occurrences, no-

body could help me. 

A carpet from at home 
had a blue color and was 
decorated with colored 
stripes. Each stripe  
represents a person for me, 
For example, my neighbor 
- she is very hysterical, but 
she can not share her  
problems with us, so she 
must always carry with her 
the problems. She also has 
problems with her children.

1

1
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One side of the world is crying  
all the time and the other side is 
always laughing. This picture 
expresses how I see the world.  
It is divided.

In the village we lived for years in 
a house of loam. Our house was 
always clean. We wished to have 
a house with a bottom made of 
stone and with a concrete ceiling. 
When I was 30 years old, the new 
house was built, but the old fee-
lings and the sense of security 
were no longer there. 

2

3

2

3
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ITALY

IT

CESIE works in promotion 
of community development 
through capacity building & 
empowerment of individuals 
through the employment of 
innovative & participative 
tools & methodologies with  
a particular focus on  
marginalised, vulnerable & 
excluded groups. 

IT

Cesie works in promotion 
of community development 
through capacity 
building & empowerment 
of individuals through the 
employment of innovative 
& participative tools & 
methodologies with  
a particular focus on  
marginalised, vulnerable & 
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These images show different 
kinds of violence (from left 
to the right): violence against 
children, against a disabled 
person, in the streets, moral, 
sexual and gender violence.

2

Violence is represented by  
ruins, a destroyed house  
represents a family who has 
been annihilated by the  
brutality of life.

1

2

1
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Men and women are not the 
same! Men think you can either 
go left or right. Women can do 
many things, in many different 
and inventive ways.

2

1

2

This drawing portrays a woman 
who depends on a man. The 
man has eight heads which 
depict a reiterated violence, 
perpetrated by the same  
person or by different people 
on the same victim.

1
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Woman are “imprisoned”  
by men, since they are  
blindfolded, entrapped in 
a net or they have the form 
of small blood drops in an 
ocean full of sharks.

3

3
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ROMANIA

RO

ANUP is an NGO that  
specializes in adult  
education. It works mainly 
with the largest structured 
network of adult education 
centres in Romania.

RO

ANUP is an NGO that  
specializes in adult  
education. It works mainly 
with the largest structured 
network of adult education 
centres in Romania.
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The house in this drawing has two children standing outside extending their arms.  Their 
desires and expectations to be accepted are depicted using objects. To desire something 
can make your dream a reality, even if it is only in a painting. The reality is that they do 
not live in the family home, but the painting allows for expression of their desire in life. 
It is interesting in this drawing that the roof is not connected with the walls of the house.   
The roof, as a symbol of protection and the essence of the house, is detached and  
moving away into a vacuum. Roofless  the walls cry. They are lost outside the parental 
space. In their way, the two children support an imaginary house, as if their mere dream 
could protect them. They keep the floating roof in the space above the perimeter of the 
house, as if it could be sufficient. The children’s hopes and dreams are quite simple. They 
do not ask for things that are unreasonable or unattainable, this image shows what few 
things would make Alexandru happy.  

1

1
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3

In this image Alexandru   represents himself as a priest also standing outside a building. 
This time it is outside a church. Smiling, but with “no roof “over his head.  The Church is 
on fire and has the door closed. For Alexandru, each interior has a forbidden territory. 
Crosses are used as frightening signs in this picture by Alexandru.  In Alexandru’s view, 
the future does not change, he feels that through his life things wont change. Here he is 
drawing his future as he wishes to become a priest, however there is still fear present. 

2

2

Alexandru’s house, seen here through tears (the faces are crying) is forbidden territory for 
the two boys. Alexandru, along with his brother always stands outside. Inside, there is a 
table & food which represents people living inside the house. Along with the table, on the 
left hand side his father standing and represents an authoritarian figure in the boys life. 
Outside, the two children wait in hope that they will be allowed to stay. The older brother 
wants to be sure that he’ll receive shelter. As he says: „I would tell a helpless lost child: 
you can stay at me for whole life ... I‘ll feed you, I’ll wash you.“ But this remains only a 
dream.

3
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Florin‘s house is an expression 
of fear. Tiny silhouettes are 
moving towards it with swords 
escaping from their hands. 
Everyone lost the war before 
it started. The house in flames 
remains closed forever. 

5

4

5

Florin, Alexandru’s brother, is 
even more powerless. He too 
stands outside his family space, 
making desperate signs with a 
scarf, which he says is a sword. 
He can not see anything through 
the rain that condemned him 
once again, or the comet that 
falls upon the house. (Florin is 
on the right side). 

4

17



IRELAND

IE

Exchange House Ireland is 
an organisation of Travellers 
and non-Travellers which has 
been providing front-line 
crisis intervention services 
with, for and to Irish 
Travellers since 1980.  

IE

Exchange House Ireland is 
an organisation of Travellers 
and non-Travellers which has 
been providing front-line 
crisis intervention services 
with, for and to Irish 
Travellers since 1980.  
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This image shows a child overhearing 
an argument between his parents. 
Children do not have to see violence 
to be impacted by it happening. 
“I hope the shouting stops”. 

1

1
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3

2

A woman shielding her daughter from Domestic 
Violence. “He needs to stop; I don’t want this 
life for her”. 

3

This image shows a woman 
cowering away from her  
husband’s clenched fist.
“He says he loves me, so why 
does he do this”.

4
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4 5

This picture depicts the start 
of a loving relationship & the 
lower half shows that this has 
now descended into violence.
“He used to listen to my  
opinion, now he doesn’t care 
about me at all”

4

Florin‘s house is an expression 
of fear. Tiny silhouettes are 
moving towards it with swords 
escaping from their hands. 
Everyone lost the war before 
it started. The house in flames 
remains closed forever. 

5
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GOOD 
BYE!
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EXIT
Travelling through this exhibition, 
which brings together the  
outcomes of the work of the  
Sunia Geel 2 Project, it is clear that 
– across cultures and countries – 
the experience of domestic  
violence is similar, showing the  
significant psycho-personal impact 
of that experience.  It also  
highlights the ways in which  
examining that experience and 
attempting to develop strategies 
to respond requires innovative and 
focused methodologies.  Often, we 
were saddened by the simplicity or 
naiveté of the images, whilst also 
being shocked by the starkness  
of the experience of violence  

expressed in others. The processes 
supported and facilitated through 
the Sunia Geel 2 project have 
brought into very stark relief the 
sadness, fear and power which  
participants expressed, but they 
also offer hope.  Hope that the 
trust, freedom and action of the 
process evokes a response that 
can only strengthen our resolve to 
continue our work, in our different 
countries and from our different 
cultural perspectives, to ensure 
that women and children are safe. 
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SUNIA
GEEL 2

This project has been funded with support from the European 
Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the 
author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any 
use which may be made of the information contained therein.

DAPHNE PROJECT - JUST/2012/DAP/AG/3046

PARTNERSSUNIA GEEL 2 DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE PROJECTS
The Sunia Geel 2 Domestiv Violence Project is funded 
by the EU Commission Justice Section`s Daphne III 
Programme. Out of hundreds of applications made to 
the EU Commission‘s Justice section, Exchange House 
National Travellers Service was selected as the only 
Irish organisation to lead this project under the 
Daphne III Programme. The Sunia Geel 2 Domestic 
Violence Project will run for 24 months, from March 
2013 to February 2015.

„Sunia Geel“ derives from the Traveller language, 
Cant. It translates „take care of yourself“, and is viewed 
as an apt name for what the project aims to achieve - 
families being valued and supported. The goal of the 
Sunia Geel 2 Domestic Violence Project is to provide 
a framework to reduce violence against women & 
children of marginalised ethnic communities & ensure 
that their needs are for safety & support are met.

The project will provide an increased understanding 
of the needs of service users, thus creating the  
possibility of an improved response. The incidence of 
domestic violence & Intra-family violence will be  
reduced by promoting a zero tolerance approach  
within marginalised communities & amongst those 
delivering social services to ethnic minorities.

Exchange House, Ireland
Exchange House Ireland is an organisation of  
Travellers and non-Travellers which has been  
providing front-line crisis intervention services with, 
for and to Irish Travellers since 1980.  We are proud 
to be the lead partner on the Sunia Geel 2  
Domestic Violence Project funded by the EU  
under the Daphne III Programme.  Our Sunia Geel 
2 Project started in March 2013 and will run utiil  
February 2015.  Our project partners are from  
Austria, Germany, Italy and Romania..

IEIE, Stuttgart, Germany
IEIE has been working with migrants and people 
with special needs, minorities and groups facing 
different forms of social, economic and structural 
discrimination in southern Germany.

ANUP-INTERNATIONAL, Romania
ANUP is an NGO that specializes in adult  
education. It works mainly with the largest  
structured network of adult education centres  
in Romania.

CESIE, Italy
CESIE works in promotion of community  
development through capacity building &  
empowerment of individuals through the  
employment of innovative & participative tools & 
methodologies with a particular focus on  
marginalised, vulnerable & excluded groups. 

Verein Multikulterell, Austria
Verein Multikulterell specializes in vocational  
counselling and training for migrant youths,  
adult education and family counselling services  
for migrant families.

TARGET GROUPS
The target groups to be addressed by the project are:
  
     Travellers (Ireland) 
     Sinti & Roma (Eastern & South-Eastern Europe)                        
     Muslim Migrants (EU Member States)

Exchange House 
National Travellers Service 
61, Great Strand Street
Dublin 1, Ireland
www.exchangehouse.ie 
info@exchangehouse.ie

Verein Multikulturell
Bruneckerstraße 2 d 
6020 Innsbruck, Austria
www.migration.cc 
office@migration.cc

IEIE – International Education
Information Exchange
Hölderlinplatz 2A
70193 Stuttgart, Germany
www.ieie.de
info@ieie.de 

CESIE
Via Roma, 94 
90133 Palermo, ITALY
www.cesie.org
cesie@cesie.org

ANUP- International
Bd. Nicolae Titulescu, nr. 163 
sector 1, Bucuresti
cod 011137, Romania
www.updalles.ro
ileanaboeru@yahoo.com


