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«Promotion of peace opportunities 
through ending exploitation against 
women’s rights in East Jerusalem-
gender equality» •	 	Introduction

•	 The	project	activities	in	Jerusalem

•	 Palestinian	women:		victims	of	the	
occupation.

•	 	A	story	of	a	Jerusalemite	Women

•	 Women	rights	and	the	ambivalent	
situation	of	Italy
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Equality is the cornerstone of every democratic society aimed at realizing social 
justice and human rights.  In almost all societies women are subjected to various 
kinds of inequality in law and reality including areas of society, family and workplace.  
Historically, women’s status was determined by laws and traditions of the countries 
they live in. According to such norms many women were denied their right to an 
equal social and legal status, and women were ruled by patriarchal supremacy. In the 
family as well as the society Jerusalemite women suffer like all other women but are 
more vulnerable to other forms of discrimination, the most heinous of these resulting 
from Israeli policies.  Practices carried out by the Israelis to further Judaize Jerusalem 
include the revocation of Jerusalemite residency IDs, home demolitions, and forced 
evictions.  In many instances, women and children are disproportionately affected by 
these policies.  

MSD aims, through the project “Promotion of peace chances through ending the 
violation of women’s’ rights in East Jerusalem- gender equality”, to raise the awareness 
of Palestinian women, who have experienced and are threatened with displacement, 
regarding their rights  The project works to empower women economically and 
improve their economic, social and psychological situation.  This is implemented 
through several activities including psychological treatment and the development of 
social awareness and human rights training.  

This third newsletter highlights the legal status and psychological state of women in 
Jerusalem and Italy as well as the most important activities of the project, implemented 
locally and internationally.  The project takes place in Jerusalem and in Italy partnership 
with CESIE (European Center for Studies and Initiatives)

	Introduction
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The	Project	Activities	in	Jerusalem

• Continue holding counseling sessions for both individuals and groups, to identify common 
psychological symptoms that present themselves in women, who have been victims of home 
demolitions and displacement.  Follow up on these cases to track their progress over time.

• Continue holding awareness sessions to develop people’s knowledge of planning and building 
rights and the importance of obtaining building permits.  These meetings were held in the areas of 
Wadi Al Joz, Sheik Jarrah, Al-Issawyie and in the women’s center in Al-Thori.

• Conducting several interviews with women affected by home demolitions and/or forced 
displacement with the intent to compile a book of stories detailing the suffering of these women 
and a socio-legal study within the project’s framework.

• Hold awareness sessions to build the capacities of Jerusalemite women concerning their rights in 
general and their rights as working women in particular.
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Due to the long Israeli occupation of the Palestinian lands since 1948 and its aggressive and vicious 
nature, Jerusalemite women in particular have had to pay a high price on all levels.  Palestinian 
women live in unstable situations where one or more of its members face problems concerning 
residency as well as other challenges, such as homelessness and living under illegal conditions.  
This highlights daily details of each member in the family including deprivation of their rights 
to freedom of movement.  Adding to this is the uncertainty of the legal status of the family’s 
residency and the feeling of insecurity. 

Until May 2011, 1,5281 houses have been demolished in Jerusalem by Israeli forces or by self 
demolitions under the pretext of having no building permits as well as other excuses.  In addition, 
the separation wall can be considered as one of the reasons causing forced displacement, a thing 
which may affect women on both psychological and physical level. This may alienate women 
from practicing her role as the one who enhances and protects social ties. 

Israel demolishes houses and confiscates land and homes with no regard for its obligations under 
international law.  For instance, home owners were given only 5 minutes to gather their essential 
possessions before the demolitions took place and sometimes with no given time at all. 

Jerusalemite women were affected from such policy as it resulted in many refugees and displaced 
women. 

 1. Al-Maqdese Data Bank, statistics from 1967 until May 2011.
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Ms. A.A is an example of a woman who shows 
patience in the face of hardship and adversity.  
For 17 years, she has suffered from the threat 
of her house being demolished. Ms A.A and her 
family spent all the money they had to save this 
little house which has an area of no more than 
70m2 but means everything to them.  She says 
“Our house gives us a feeling of warmth and 
kindness; it is the place which gathers the family” 

Despite the tremendous efforts, of Ms. A.A. 
and her husband to meet all the requirements 
of the Israeli courts, which she described as 
unattainable, they are still receiving fines which 
amount to NIS 30,000. 

The court’s requirements included building a 
car garage for their house; this obliged them to 

demolish part of their house in order to build the 
garage.  The court also asked to build an access 
road connecting their home to the street, an 
order which Ms. A.A. deems “impossible”.  To 
do this the family would have to buy the land 
opposite their home to build the road, they 
simply don’t have enough money! 

Ms. A.A feels worried, depressed and isolated. 
After receipt of the demolition order she 
no longer felt able to carry out her social 
duties, however, this changed after attending 
psychological sessions held as part of the gender 
equality project.  In addition Al-Maqdese advised 
Ms. A.A. to bring her case to the Jerusalem’s 
Governorate where they will hire a lawyer to 
follow up on her case. 

A	story	of	a	woman	from	Jerusalem
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Women	rights	and	the	ambivalent	situation	of	Italy

“Horrible events of group 
violence against young and 
very young women from every 
ethnic group keep happening, 
especially, in the last period, 
even in an advanced and 
rich country like Italy, with a 
Constitution and legal systems 
extremely susceptible to 
basic women rights”.  These 
are words pronounced by 
the President of the Italian 
Republic, Giorgio Napolitano 
that summarizes the general 
framework of the condition of 
the women in Italy.

Racism and gender 
discriminations are ever-
increasing occurrences now 
in the European Countries, 
particularly in Italy.

At the session of March 2006, 
the European Commission 
approved a Schedule for the 
equality between women 
and men setting six priority 
areas which had to be dealt 
by 2010: an equal economic 
independence for women and 
men, balance between work 
and private life, equal value in 
making decisions, eradication 
of every kinds of violence 
based on gender, elimination 
of gender stereotypes and 
the promotion of the gender 
equality in the external and 
development policies.

According to the statistics and 
data elaborated by different 
organizations, we can notice 
that some progresses have 
been achieved now, although 
slowly, but gender disparities 

hold over in the shape of 
employment rates, position 
of responsibility, sharing 
responsibilities on matters 
like familiar and domestic 
commitments and poverty 
risk. 

Maybe, this situation is more 
worrying in our countries than 
others UE countries. According 
to The Global Gender Gap 
Record data, a report drawn 
by the World Economic Forum, 
Italy is in 74° place on the 
global classification under the 
line of equity for all analysis 
parameters except two: life 
expectations and access to 
third sector education.

For the other analyzed fields, 
from women participation 
in Parliament to workforce 
participation, our country 
is really under women-man 
parity line, with a negative 
peak for the salary equity for 
the same job. 

By moving on the analysis of 
crimes against person such 
as violence, harassments, 
persecutions, statistics 
show us that most of these 
discriminations happen at 
home, in the inner circle of 
relatives, usually father or 
husband.

To face this worrying situation, 
Parliament in the last decade 
was engaging to put the basis 
for a strict legislation about 
violence against women, to 
consider it as crime, and it 
recently dealt with women 

harassments  and persecutions 
in workplace, in addition to 
stalking.

Think also to foreign women 
situation in Italy. In the last 
decade we have witnessed 
to the start of a women 
migration process to Europe 
(now women represent the 
54% of immigrants in Europe). 
Women, often young women, 
migrate especially alone so 
they are more vulnerable 
and subject to different kind 
of violence than men and, 
when they come in Italy, 
they are subject also to racial 
discrimination and sexual ones 
both by people coming from 
their same country or extreme 
fringes of Italian people (for 
example prostitution). 

However, to fight against 
this violence, it is important 
not only to protect women 
by laws but also to educate 
all dwellers, without sexual 
distinction, to equality and not 
discrimination values. 

Indeed, gender equality; it 
is not only a matter of social 
equality, but also one of the 
conditions to reach objectives 
of sustainable growth, 
employment, competitiveness 
and social cohesion. 
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